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A study of the significance of sports in the street corner society and its inspirations
to sports sociological researches from the perspective of Street Corner Society
TIAN En-qing, QIU Jun
(Department of Physical Education, Tsinghual University, BeiJing 100084, China)

Abstract: As a classical sociological work, Street Corner Society studied the social activities and structure of street
corner youngsters who lived in an Italian slum in the United States by applying the method of participant observa-
tion, expatiated on the important social significance of sports (mainly bowling) in the street corner society, in such
aspects as adjusting the psychology and behaviors of social groups and individuals, promoting the internal coher-
ence of groups, intensifying social status and stratification, strengthening communication and interaction between
social groups, and exerting the functions of nonofficial sports organizations. The book titled Street Corner Society is
significant for inspiring us to focus on sports in our daily life and sports for marginal groups, to appropriately enter
and blend into farm fields, and to study sports by rationally applying the method of participant observation. The
professional makings of Whyte, the author of the book, have set a standard for sports sociological researchers.
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