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Objective existence of the differences between Chinese and western sports cultures
—A discussion with WAN Yi and BAI Jin-xiang
ZHAO lJing-hui*, HAN Kun?
(1.Department of Physical Education, China University of Petroleum, Beijing 102249, China; 2. Department of
Physical Education & Military, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The authors raised several queries about relevant conclusions drawn and the methodology used in the ar-
ticle of Queries about the “theory of the differences between Chinese and western sports cultures”, pointing out that
there are several “critical mistakes” in the article: 1) the lower limit of Middle Ages was set to a.d. 1350; 2) the
Spengler theory was applied in a Procrustean way. The authors also put forward the following opinions: the pattern
of physical activities attached to a religious form cannot be considered as the common origin of Chinese and west-
ern sports cultures; it is not appropriate to make a comparative study of Chinese and western sports cultures by ap-
plying the “form comparison method” set forth by Spengler; the differences between Chinese and western sports
cultures exist objectively. It is conducive to the protection and development of traditional Chinese sport to identify
and admit the differences between Chinese and western sports cultures.
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